
Appendix B – Design Guidance for new developments in Dereham 
 

1. Design Guidance For New Developments 

 
The purpose of this section is to provide general guidance on planning for and using 
greenspace in order to maximise its ecological interest while providing recreational 
opportunities and linking sustainable transport routes. 

 
1.1. At the Pre-Development Stage 

 
Ecological surveys should be carried out well in advance of a development so that: 

• surveys can be conducted at the most appropriate time of year; 

• protection measures can be put into place at an early stage; 

• plans can be modified in order to accommodate the needs of rare or 

threatened species and habitats; and 

• the most appropriate habitats are re-created in the most appropriate 

locations. This can be linking or buffering nearby areas of high nature 

conservation value, re-creating habitats that were formerly present in an 

area or areas that are designed to benefit particular species. As well as using 

information collected as part of a survey, this process should also be 

informed by recent biological records, drift geology and the historical 

distribution of habitats (Figures 13, 14, 2 and 4). Links created between open 

spaces with wildlife conservation interest will generally be of greatest benefit 

if they are of the same habitat types as the ones they are linking.    

 
The circumstances in which an Environmental Impact Assessment is required are set out in the 
Town and Country Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment, EIA) regulations (1999), and 
clarified in recent case law in respect of the requirement to undertake EIA for detailed 
applications (Reserved Matters). 
 
Guidance on where supporting information is required, such as Protected Species Surveys, 
Ecological Assessments or plans/drawings showing wildlife features, is given in the guidance 
notes that accompany the application form required for planning permission (IAPP). Additional 
guidance is also given in Biodiversity: Supplementary Planning Guidance for Norfolk.   
 
The pre-development stage is an opportune time for ensuring that all footpaths and cycle 
paths link to existing or planned paths nearby. The design of all footpaths and cycle paths 
should incorporate wildlife-friendly features that are managed appropriately so that they 
facilitate the movement of wildlife as well as people. See Figure 17 for the recommended 
locations of habitat corridors / access routes. 
 

1.2. During and Post Development: 

 
Biodiversity: Supplementary Planning Guidance for Norfolk provides general guidance on the 
protection and enhancement of species or habitats of high conservation value during 
development, enhancing sites with limited biodiversity interest and mitigating harm. It also 
stresses the importance of monitoring wildlife during and post development, making provision 
for the appropriate management of retained features and new or enhanced habitats. It also 
gives examples of what can be created on a development site and has several case studies of 
different types of development with features that can be incorporated in order to encourage 
wildlife. 
 
The funding of the long-term management of open areas should be determined at an early 
stage. The details of management required should be tailored to the individual characteristics 
and potential of each individual site. 



 
Residents of new developments should be encouraged to manage their gardens in an 
environmentally-friendly manner. See section 8.1.8 for recommendations of how to develop a 
green gardening scheme. 

 
1.3. Summary “Green” Guidelines for Developers in Dereham 

 
In addition to the requirements set out in the guidance notes that accompany 1APP, it is 
recommended that the following guidance is adopted for developers in and around Dereham:  
 
For developments next to core sites, restoration land or greenspace shown in Figure 16 or 
habitat corridors shown in Figure 17: 

• Open spaces should be incorporated into the development that link or abut 
existing open spaces and are subsequently managed to optimise their wildlife 
value.  

• A tailor-made management plan should be adopted for every development.  

• Areas that link existing open spaces should ideally be multi-functional, 
providing access for pedestrians and/or cyclists as well as being managed for 
the benefit of wildlife. 

• Residents should be encouraged to manage their gardens in an 
environmentally-friendly manner.  


